
FOUNDATION COURSE: ENGLISH I

ANSWERS
SECTION A – (10 marks)
I. Choose the correct meaning for any TEN following words: (10X1=10)
 1. Commiserate	a) sympathize 
 2. Turmoil		c) confusion 
 3. Condescend	 a) stoop 
 4. Strive 		b) try 
 5. Scampered 		b) trotted 
 6. Plump		c) fat 
 7. Gaunt		a) skeletal 
8. Suspiration		d) sigh
 9. Shimmer 		c) glitter 
10. Discontent 	b) unhappy 
11. Gallop		c) jog  
12. Jeering		 a) mocking 

SECTION B - (5 x 5 =25 marks)
Answer any FIVE of the following questions:
13.  Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: 
a) Whom does ‘I’ refer to? (1)
I refers to Malala Yousafzai.
a) Who is Khushal? (1)
Khushal is Malala’s younger brother.
b) What is similar between the speaker and Khushal? (1)
Malala, the speaker and her younger brother Khushal were born double –jointed. They could bend their fingers right back on themselves. 
c) What does the speaker say about her mother? (2)
Malala says that her mother was very beautiful. Her father adored as if she was a fragile China vase. He never beats her, unlike many of the men of her tribe. Her name was Tor Pekai which meant shining deep black coloured hair like a raven but her hair was chestnut brown in colour.

14. Of these parents I was born at Porbandar, otherwise known as Sudamapuri, on the 2nd October, 1869. I passed my childhood in Porbandar. I recollect having been put to school. It was with some difficulty that I got through the multiplication tables. The fact that I recollect nothing more of those days than having learnt, in company with other boys, to call our teacher all kinds of names, would strongly suggest that my intellect must have been sluggish, and my memory raw.
a) Fix the context. (1)
This passage is taken from Mahatma Gandhi’s autobiography ‘My experiments with truth.’
b) Where and when was the speaker born? (1)
The speaker is M.K.Gandhi. He was born at Porbandar on 2nd October 1869.
c) Where did he spend his childhood? (1)
Gandhiji passed his childhood days in Porbandar. 
d) What did he recollect? (2)
Gandhiji recollected his childhood days, his school days, learning with friends and calling their teachers with all kinds of names. He had difficulty in learning the multiplication tables.

15. Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high
Where knowledge is free
Where the world has not been broken up into fragments 
By narrow domestic walls 
Where words come out from the depth of truth
Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection

a) In what context did Tagore write this poem? (1)
Tagore wrote this poem when India was fighting for freedom from the British rule. He wanted his motherland to be free in the truest sense.
b) What does the word ‘where’ refer to? (1)
‘Where’ refers to the ideal state of freedom.
c) What is meant by ‘narrow domestic walls’? (2)
Narrow domestic walls referred to the society which is based on caste, creed, colour, religion or other baseless superstitions. These discriminations and prejudices divided the people of our country.
d) ‘Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high’- What is the figure of speech employed in this line? (1)
The figure of speech used in this line is alliteration. The consonant ‘w’ and ‘h’ are repeated.
16. The things that haven’t been done before, /Those are the things to try;
Columbus dreamed of an unknown shore /At the rim of the far-flung sky,
And his heart was bold and his faith was strong /As he ventured in dangers new,
And he paid no heed to the jeering throng /Or the fears of the doubting crew.
a) What did Columbus dream? (1)
Columbus dreamt of finding a new land.
b) How did Columbus achieve his dream? (3)
Columbus faced many challenges. His crew threatened him. He failed initially but he did not lose his hope. He was strong and faithful. He kept trying and finally succeeded in finding a new shore, America.
c) ‘Those are the things to try’- Explain the figure of speech. (1)
Figure of speech – Alliteration. The repetition of consonant sound ‘t’ at the beginning of words.
17. ‘The real aim of this school is not to teach thought but thoughtfulness, humanity, kindness and citizenship. That is the ideal I have always had, and happily there are parents good enough to trust me to try and put it into practice….‘There you have an essential part of our system in a nutshell. In order to get these young minds to appreciate and understand misfortune, we make them share in misfortune too. In the course of the term every child has one blind day, one lame day, one deaf day and one dumb day.  During the blind day their eyes are bandaged, and it is a point of honour not to peep. The bandage is put on overnight, they wake up blind. This means that they need assistance in everything, and other children are told to help them and lead them about. It is educative to both of them - the blind and the helpers.’

a) What is the real aim of Miss Beam’s school? (2)
The real aim of Miss Beam’s School is to teach the children thoughtfulness, humanity, kindness and citizenship.
b) How are the children taught thoughtfulness and humanity? (3)
The children in Miss Beam’s School are assigned interesting tasks. They have to act as blind, deaf, dumb and lame. On these days the children need assistance in every activity. Other children are told to help them. The blind pupils fear that they would hit against something. This turns educative. At the end of the day with difficulties, the children become more thoughtful. This activity makes them understand and share the misfortunes of others.

18. He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake.
The only other sound's the sweep
Of easy wind and downy flake.
a) Whom does ‘he’ refer to? (1)
He refers to the poet’s horse.
b) What are the sounds referred in the stanza? (2)
The sound made by the bells of the horse, the hissing sound made by the cold wind and the sound of the crackling snow are referred in the stanza. 
c) Explain the context of the poem. (2)
Robert Frost’s ‘Stopping by woods on a snowy evening’ is about the poet stopping by the forest to enjoy the beauty of nature. His horse is puzzled and shakes its harness bells. After some time, he remembers his commitments and starts back home. 
19. a) Why did Chen go to the Sun Palace? (1)
          Chen went to the Sun Palace to bring back his mother’s lost brocade.
a) Whom does ‘we’ refer to? (1)
We refers to the fairies.
b) What is Li-en’s wish and what did she decide? (3)
Li-en wishes to keep the brocade in the Sun Palace.
She decides to complete the weaving of their brocade on the same day and return it to Chen the next day, so that he can go home and save his mother.

SECTION – C (40 marks)
III. Correct the errors in the following passage (10x1=10)
[bookmark: _Hlk182037314]20. Once there is living a rich farmer with a lot of lands. He have two sons. They led a happy life. His son had grown as adults. The younger son feel unhappy. He asked his father Give my share of the property and got it. He sold everything and spent money lavishly. He fell for bad ways like drinking, etc. He become poor. He understand his mistakes and returned back to her family. The father and the elder son accepted him. They all live happily.

Answer
Once there lived a rich farmer with a lot of land. He had two sons. They led a happy life. His sons had grown as adults. The younger son felt unhappy. He asked his father, “Give my share of the property,” and got it. He sold everything and spent the money lavishly. He fell into bad ways like drinking, etc. He became poor. He understood his mistakes and returned to his family. The father and the elder son accepted him. They all lived happily.

 
IV. 21. Read the following dialogue and answer the questions (5x2=10)
Narrator 1: Bebe was the fastest draw in Mrs.Jewl’s class. She could draw a cat in less than forty-five seconds, a dog in less than thirty, and a flower in less than eight seconds!
Narrator 4: But of course. Bebe never just drew one dog, or one cat, or one flower.
Narrator 2: Art was from 12.30 to 1.30. Why, in that time, she could draw fifty cats, a hundred flowers, twenty dogs and several eggs or watermelons!
Narrator 3: You see, it took her the same time to draw a watermelon as an egg.
Narrator 1: Calvin sat next to Bebe. He didn’t think he was good at art. It took him the whole period just to draw one airplane.
Narrator 4: So instead, he just helped Bebe. He was Bebe’s assistant.
a) Write a short note on Bebe’s drawing in the art class. (5)
Bebe is the fastest draw in her class, able to draw pictures faster than anyone else. She can produce a picture of a cat in under 45 seconds, a dog in less than 30 seconds, and a flower in less than 8 seconds. In one art class, with the assistance of Calvin, she makes 378 works of art in one hour. Mrs. Jewls tells her that the quality of art is more important than quantity. In her words, if a single picture produced by a single person over the course of a lifetime is better than each of Bebe’s pictures, the person with only one picture has produced more art than Bebe. 
b) Explain Mrs.Jewl’s opinion on art. (5)
Bebe and Calvin work together in the art class.  Bebe draws three hundred and seventy-eight pictures with the assistance of Calvin. Mrs.Jewls tells her that the quality of art is more important than the quantity. She explains why a person could spend his whole life just drawing one picture of a cat. But if that one picture is better than each of Bebe’s two million pictures, then that person has produced more art than Bebe. Bebe is shattered by her teacher’s explanation and she throws all her pictures in the garbage and leaves the room.

[bookmark: _Hlk182252883]V. Answer the following questions (5x4=20)

22. Write a Descriptive paragraph on The Person you admire the most OR My dream home 
MY DREAM HOME
-a place where they can relax, feel safe and comfortable - want to go after a hard day at work or an intense day with their friends - a great place with both simple and exquisite features -dream home must have both nice interior and exterior -  a swimming pool and a huge lawn - call my friends to come over and have a picnic -  garage where I can keep my car -two floors including an attic - a spacious porch and huge French windows - the ground floor should have a kitchen, a living room, a dining room, a gym, and a bathroom - A living room has to have squishy furniture, a big bookcase with lots of books in it, a fireplace, and a huge TV -  dining room is supposed to be bright with a light-colored wall, big windows, and many paintings of nature on the walls - gym is an essential part - can work out whenever I want to keep fit
THE PERSON I ADMIRE THE MOST 
SAMPLE: My mother: Some people admire their mother for being a caring, supportive, and hardworking person. They may also admire their mother's kindness, compassion, and determination. 
[bookmark: _Hlk182037850]23. Write an Expository paragraph on the Causes and effects of pollution OR The Role of AI in Education
CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF POLLUTION
Pollution is a pressing environmental issue affecting our planet. It occurs when harmful substances contaminate the air, water, or soil. The primary sources of pollution include industrial activities, vehicle emissions, improper waste disposal, and deforestation. Air pollution, caused by the release of pollutants into the atmosphere, leads to respiratory problems and climate change. Water pollution, resulting from the discharge of chemicals and waste into water bodies, poses a threat to aquatic life and human health.
· Air pollution
Caused by burning fossil fuels like coal, petroleum, and natural gas, air pollution can lead to health issues like asthma, headaches, and allergies. It can also contribute to global warming and damage the ozone layer. 
· Noise pollution
Caused by loud noises from industry, transport, and loudspeakers, noise pollution can lead to headaches, migraines, mental imbalance, nervous breakdowns, and heart diseases. 
· Water pollution
Caused by septic waste and oil spills, water pollution can lead to diseases like cholera, typhoid, hepatitis, and cancer. It can also damage aquatic animals and plants by reducing the oxygen content in the water. 
· Land pollution
Caused by dumping waste, agriculture, and mining, land pollution can be made worse by air pollution, global warming, and climate change. 
· Plastic pollution
To reduce plastic pollution, you can use cloth or paper bags instead of plastic bags, and reuse plastic bags if you buy them. 

ROLE OF AI IN EDUCATION
Artificial intelligence (AI) can play a significant role in education by enhancing the learning experience, improving efficiency, and creating more inclusive learning environments: 
· Personalized learning: AI can analyze a student's learning style, strengths, and weaknesses to create customized learning plans and resources. This can help students learn at their own pace and improve their understanding and retention of material. 
· Improved accessibility: AI can help students with disabilities by providing new ways to interact with them. 
· Real-time feedback: AI can provide students with real-time feedback and assessment. 
· Data-driven insights: AI can analyze large amounts of data to identify learning patterns and predict student outcomes. This can help educators make data-driven decisions. 
· Automated tasks: AI can automate administrative tasks, such as grading, freeing up teachers to focus on teaching. 
· Improved content creation: AI can help teachers develop content that meets the needs of diverse students. 
· Interactive tools: AI can create interactive tools, such as virtual labs and educational games, to engage students. 
· Collaborative platforms: AI can create collaborative platforms that facilitate peer learning. 
· Teacher recommendation systems: AI can analyze data to recommend teachers to students. 
However, AI should not entirely replace human teachers. Human contact, interaction, and emotionality are important in the learning process. Educators and parents should also be involved in determining how AI is used in education. 


24. Write a Persuasive paragraph on the Disadvantages of social media OR The Need to preserve nature 
DISADVANTAGES OF SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media can have many disadvantages, including:
· Addiction: Social media can be addictive and interfere with other areas of life. 
· Cyberbullying: Social media can be a breeding ground for cyberbullying, which can have a lasting impact on victims. 
· Misinformation: Social media can spread misinformation. 
· Privacy: Social media can compromise privacy and lead to data vulnerabilities. 
· Distraction: Social media can be distracting and lead to a loss of productivity. 
· Mental health: Excessive use of social media can lead to anxiety, depression, and sleep disorders. 
· Social isolation: Social media can make people feel isolated from the real world. 
· Superficial connections: Social media can promote superficial connections. 
· Scams: Users can be victims of online scams and fraud. 
· Hacking: Hackers can use social media to launch virus attacks and commit fraud. 
· Student performance: Social media can distract students and limit their outdoor activities, which can negatively affect their grades and performance. 
NEED TO PRESERVE NATURE
Nature needs to be preserved because it provides many benefits to humans and the planet, including:
· Biodiversity
Nature's variety of life, from genes to ecosystems, is essential for human survival. 
· Ecosystem services
Ecosystems provide vital services like water filtration, carbon sequestration, and nutrient cycling. 
· Climate change mitigation
Nature absorbs a significant amount of carbon dioxide emitted by human activities. 
· Cultural and aesthetic value
Natural environments are a source of inspiration and enjoyment, and have cultural significance in many societies. 
· Scientific research and education
Natural environments are living laboratories for scientists to study life processes, and are learning opportunities for children and adults. 
· Well-being
Spending time in nature is good for mental health. 
Here are some ways you can help preserve nature:
· Reduce, reuse, and recycle: Cut down on what you throw away. 
· Conserve water: Take shorter showers, fix leaking taps and toilets, and run dishwashers and clothes washing machines with a full load. 
· Plant trees: Plant native wildflowers, fruit trees, and pollinator-friendly plants in your garden or yard. 
· Volunteer: Volunteer for clean ups in your community. 
· Educate: Educate others about the importance of preserving nature. 
· Shop wisely: Buy local and shop second hand. 
· Use fewer chemicals: Use fewer chemicals. 
· Walk, bike, or carpool: Walk, bike, or carpool instead of driving. 
· Use long-lasting light bulbs: Use long-lasting light bulb

25. Write a Narrative paragraph on Your favourite leisure time activities OR Your strength and weakness
FAVOURITE LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES
I love to play football because it is my favourite hobby, it makes me feel excited and happy. So it is one of those leisure activity that stands out. It is a recreational activity that makes me glad. Away from playing football, I also love watching football and my favourite team is Manchester United. Every weekend when I have my leisure time, I watch them play football. This is how I spend my leisure time.
STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS
EXAMPLE:
Leadership
Strength - enjoy guiding teams towards a common goal, fostering collaboration, and achieving results. 
Disorganized
Weakness - may be disorganized. 

