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SECTION A – (10 x 2 = 20 marks)
Answer any TEN of the following in about 50 words each.
1. G.K. Chesterton’s central idea:
Chesterton celebrates the simple joys of art and nature. He uses the metaphor of drawing with chalks to express a spiritual yearning for purity, tradition, and the beauty of ordinary life.
2. Hazlitt’s admiration:
Hazlitt praises the skill and concentration of the Indian jugglers, considering their dexterity a form of genius. He contrasts their physical mastery with the abstractions of intellectuals.
3. Hazlitt’s tone:
The tone is admiring yet philosophical. Hazlitt blends humor and introspection to reflect on labor, talent, and the limits of reason.
4. Annotation – “To strive...”:
From Ulysses, these lines express the heroic spirit of relentless human effort. Ulysses refuses to surrender to age or fate, symbolizing perseverance.
5. Annotation – “That’s my last Duchess...”:
In Browning’s My Last Duchess, the Duke introduces the painting of his former wife, revealing his controlling and jealous nature through the dramatic monologue.
6. Lady Sneerwell’s role:
She manipulates characters through lies and gossip to achieve her romantic and social ambitions, representing the play’s central theme of hypocrisy.
7. Gossip and scandal:
Gossip fuels the plot. Characters like Lady Sneerwell and Sir Benjamin Backbite thrive on spreading rumors, exposing the moral corruption of elite society.


8. Screen scene significance:
A pivotal moment of dramatic irony where Sir Peter hides behind a screen, only to discover Charles with Lady Teazle. It reveals secrets and shifts relationships.
9. Eustacia Vye:
She is portrayed as passionate, exotic, and tragically ambitious. Eustacia longs to escape rural life, which leads to her downfall in Hardy’s narrative.
10. Egdon Heath:
Symbolizes nature’s permanence and indifference. It is almost a character itself, representing fate and the backdrop against which human struggles occur.
11. Joyce’s protagonist conflict:
Gabriel in The Dead struggles with self-realization and emotional detachment. His internal conflict deepens upon learning about his wife’s past love.
12. The Verger’s qualities:
Albert Edward Foreman is humble, resourceful, and dignified. After being dismissed for illiteracy, he becomes a successful businessman, highlighting practical intelligence.

SECTION B – (5 x 5 = 25 marks)
Answer any FIVE in about 100 words each.
13. Significance of color – A Piece of Chalk:
Chesterton explores how colors are not just artistic tools but symbolic expressions of morality and divine joy. White, representing virtue, becomes a metaphor for spiritual clarity and inner truth.
14. Speaker’s attitude – The Unknown Citizen:
The speaker adopts a sarcastic, bureaucratic tone. Auden critiques how society measures individuals by data and conformity rather than individuality or happiness, raising questions about freedom and identity.
15. Satire in School for Scandal:
Sheridan satirizes the superficiality of the aristocracy, using exaggerated characters and witty dialogues to expose hypocrisy, vanity, and the obsession with reputation.


16. Wit and humour in Sheridan:
Characters like Lady Teazle and Sir Peter engage in sharp repartee. The play’s humour emerges from misunderstandings, irony, and caricatures, making its social critique entertaining.
17. Fate vs. desire – Return of the Native:
Characters struggle between personal ambitions and fate. Eustacia desires escape, Clym seeks reform, but fate thwarts them. Hardy portrays fate as a tragic, inescapable force.
18. Isolation in Hardy:
Egdon Heath represents emotional and physical isolation. Characters are often alienated due to ambition, misunderstanding, or social constraints, reinforcing the novel’s tragic tone.
19. Epiphany in The Dead:
Gabriel’s realization of his spiritual paralysis and ignorance about his wife’s emotional life marks a profound transformation. The snow becomes a symbol of universal mortality and connection.

SECTION C – (3 x 10 = 30 marks)
Answer any THREE in about 300 words each.
20. Chesterton on art and creativity – A Piece of Chalk:
Chesterton uses a seemingly simple act—drawing with chalks—to meditate on the spiritual dimension of creativity. He argues that true art reveals the unseen moral world. White, often considered the absence of color, is instead presented as essential, representing virtue. Chesterton criticizes modern materialism, advocating instead for imaginative engagement with the world. His essay blends humor, theology, and aesthetics, ultimately emphasizing that beauty and meaning reside in the ordinary.
21. Critical analysis – The Burial of the Dead:
The first section of The Waste Land introduces themes of death, disillusionment, and spiritual decay. Through fragmented allusions, from Chaucer to the Tarot, Eliot presents a modern world devoid of coherence. Spring, once symbolic of rebirth, becomes a "cruel" reminder of lost vitality. Images of drought, confusion, and voices from different times create a collage of cultural breakdown. The speaker longs for spiritual renewal but finds only fragmentation, marking the poem’s modernist pessimism.
22. Themes of hypocrisy and appearances – School for Scandal:
Sheridan’s play sharply critiques the upper-class obsession with appearances. Characters like Lady Sneerwell and Joseph Surface pretend to uphold virtue but thrive on deceit. The play exposes the contrast between reputation and reality. Charles Surface, despite being reckless, is honest, while Joseph’s hypocrisy is eventually unmasked. The screen scene epitomizes the theme, as literal hiding reveals deeper truths. Sheridan uses comedy to reinforce moral lessons about sincerity, integrity, and social pretense.
23. Tragic irony in The Return of the Native:
Hardy’s novel is steeped in tragic irony. Characters pursue happiness but are destroyed by misunderstandings, timing, or their own flaws. Eustacia’s dream of cosmopolitan life ends in death; Clym, a reformer, goes blind; Wildeve’s luck turns to misfortune. Readers are aware of the futility of their desires, even when the characters are not. Egdon Heath, symbolizing fate, looms throughout as a force that resists change, underscoring Hardy’s deterministic worldview.
24. Protagonists in The Dead and The Verger:
Gabriel (The Dead) undergoes a spiritual awakening, moving from arrogance to humility upon learning about his wife’s emotional past. His journey is internal, reflective, and melancholic. In contrast, Foreman (The Verger) experiences material success after institutional rejection. His transformation is practical and affirmative. While both stories explore identity, change, and societal expectations, Joyce presents existential awareness, whereas Maugham highlights resourcefulness and quiet dignity. Both characters, however, experience growth through confrontation with loss or limitation.
