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Answer Key		
SECTION - A
1. i)express sympathy    ii. special right  
2. i) make effort             ii. quarrel 
3. i) lame                       ii. profound grief
4. i) loss of hope            ii.  excessive expenditure
5. i) amazing 		ii. hesitation   
6. i) strange		ii. joy
7. a. to   		       b. of
8. a.   much                b. so , hardly
9. a. had prepared      b. makes
10.   a.  the, a               b. the, the
11.    A. excellent         b. little
12.    A. shoe, India      b.  cattle , field
SECTION B
13.  Malala’s  father -   broad-minded , scholarly, generous,  didn’t mind a girl baby,  celebrated her birth,   focussed on educating her,   used to have  meeting with friends at home,   discussed literature and philosophical issues,   Malala greatly influenced by this environment.   Father started a school in their village.

14. Poet returning on snowy evening,   -   met Alice , a poor orphan,  upset over her ragged cloak being caught in the wheel,   poet meditating over pathetic condition of orphans  and poor  in the society , importance of act of kindness

15. Miss. Beam’s school  followed unique system – observing blind day, lame day etc.  – inmates required to blindfold their eyes/  tie their legs   for a day-   made them think about the problems of disabled people-   developing empathy in them

16. Any relevant answer

17.   Poet describes Columbus’s journey and  discovery of America -  highlights the thrill and excitement of adventure,   extols bravery and determination of people undertaking such new ventures – motivates people to try new things,  discover new pathway,  leading people 

18. Para Olympics  - event 100 meter dash -  race begins-  one athlete falls down half-way , one athlete returns and lifts the fallen,   all nine athlete return- lend a helping hand – race becomes a walk-  extraordinary show of empathy and camaraderie  for a fellow participants-  all awarded gold medal – hence the title

19. Calvin not so good and slow in drawing ,   Bebe  good  and fast in drawing,  calvin  helps  her to draw fast – keeping paper, stacking finished drawing, saving time,    Bebe  draws 378 pictures in an hour --  advantage of team work,   Mrs.Jewel says quality of  a picture is more important than number of pictures drawn
SECTION C
20 "Barn Burning" is a short story by William Faulkner that explores themes of loyalty, class struggle, and moral conflict through the eyes of a ten-year-old boy named  Sartoris Snopes, or Sarty.   Abner Snopes, a vengeful sharecropper, is prone to burning barns as retaliation. Sarty grapples with his loyalty to his father while witnessing his father's actions and facing the consequences.  Initially he lied to protect his father.   But his father continues to burn barns of people who have  slighted or  hurt him in his views. Sarty agonises over issues of family loyalty and justice.  Later he  warns a white man about his father’s plan .  There’s retaliation and the father gets killed.  Sarty runs away leaving behind his family.  

21  "Where the Mind is Without Fear" by Rabindranath Tagore is a poem expressing a vision for a free and enlightened India, where individuals are fearless, knowledgeable, and united. It's a prayer to God for a nation free from oppression, ignorance, and division, where reason and truth guide people's thoughts and actions. The poem envisions a society where people are not fragmented by narrow-mindedness, but rather united in their pursuit of freedom and self-perfection. The poem envisions a nation where people are not divided by narrow-mindedness, prejudice, or social barriers, but rather united in their pursuit of truth and progress. 

22 "The Magic Brocade" is a Chinese folktale about a widow known for her exceptional weaving skills and her son, Chen. The widow creates a stunning brocade depicting the Sun Palace, which is then carried away by a magical wind.  The widow become sick.  Chen embarks on a quest to retrieve the brocade, facing trials like the Fiery Mountain and the Icy Sea. He eventually reaches the Sun Palace, where he learns the fairies were using the brocade as a weaving pattern. They agree to return it, Chen returns with the brocade, and his mother recovers. and Chen also finds a bride, the fairy Li-en.  The story highlights the themes of filial piety, the power of kindness, and the unexpected rewards of courage. 

23 "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening" by Robert Frost depicts a speaker pausing in his journey to admire the beauty of a snowy wood on the darkest evening of the year. The woods are described as "lovely, dark, and deep," suggesting a peaceful, almost seductive atmosphere. The speaker's horse, sensing the unusual halt, shakes its harness bells, a sign of impatience or confusion. While the speaker is drawn to the tranquility of the woods, he acknowledges his responsibilities, represented by the lines, "I have promises to keep, And miles to go before I sleep." Despite being captivated by the serene scene, he remembers his obligations and the miles he still has to travel before he can rest, compelling him to continue his journey. The poem explores themes of duty, temptation, and the allure of nature versus the demands of life.

       24.   Any relevant answer



