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SECTION -A (20 marks)
1. Free from restrictions 
2. Sympathy 
3. Deep sorrow 
4. Deep regret 
5. Strange 
6. Difficulty 
7. a) at 
b) onto 
      8.  a) softly
           b) early 
      9.  a) goes 
           b) were playing
     10. a) an 
           b) a 
     11. a) blue, clear, beautiful
           b) long, grand 
     12. a) dog, stranger 
           b) Honesty, policy  
SECTION – B ( 25 MARKS) 
Answer any five questions 
13. 
· Tagore imagines a nation where people live with dignity and without fear.
· Knowledge is freely accessible, and there is truthfulness in words and actions.
· The nation is united, not broken by divisions of caste, class, or religion.
· People strive for perfection and progress using reason and logic.
· He prays for his country to be awakened into a “heaven of freedom.” 
14. 
· The story is set in Miss Beam’s school, where students are taught through practical experiences.
· Students simulate disabilities (blind, lame, deaf) to develop empathy for others.
· The school focuses not only on academics but on moral education and compassion.
· The narrator is surprised to see how children learn kindness, cooperation, and understanding through role-play.
· The title itself reflects how sympathy is taught like a subject, making students better human beings.

15. 
· The poet stops by snow-covered woods, mesmerized by their beauty and silence.
· The peaceful setting symbolizes a deep longing for rest or escape.
· The woods represent temptation or a desire for peace, possibly even death or detachment.
· Despite the attraction, the poet reminds himself of his duties and responsibilities.
· The repetition of “And miles to go before I sleep” reflects his commitment to life’s journey.
16. 
Introduction – State that reading is essential for intellectual and personal growth.
  Benefits of Reading:
· Enhances vocabulary and language skills
· Improves concentration and imagination
· Builds knowledge and critical thinking
Role in Academic Success – Helps students perform better in all subjects.
Personal Development – Encourages empathy, creativity, and emotional intelligence.
 Conclusion – Reinforce that regular reading shapes confident, capable individuals. 
17. 
· The poem explains how love changes over time, like a cycle.
· It begins with youthful love, full of dreams and excitement.
· Then it moves to mature love, which is deeper and full of understanding.
· Finally, it shows love in old age, calm and filled with memories.
· The poet helps us understand that love grows and transforms as we grow older.

18. 
 The poem is about a poor girl named Alice Fell who falls from a carriage and gets hurt.
 Even though her body is injured, she is more upset because she is all alone and poor.
 The poet shows that poverty is not just about money, it also makes people feel sad and unwanted.
 Alice has no family, and that makes her pain even worse.
 Through this poem, Wordsworth helps us understand that we must care for poor and helpless children.
19.  The story shows a widow who weaves a beautiful brocade that gets taken away by fairies.
 Her youngest son bravely goes on a dangerous journey to bring it back.
 The tale teaches us that true love means making sacrifices for family.
 It also shows the value of courage, loyalty, and never giving up.
 In the end, the boy’s kindness and determination bring happiness to his mother and himself.


SECTION – C ( 3X10=30) 
Answer and Three questions 
20. Introduction to Malala’s background – born in Swat Valley, Pakistan.
 Her father Ziauddin’s influence – a teacher and activist who supported girls’ education.
 Despite living in a patriarchal society, Malala was encouraged to speak up and learn.
 Chapter 1 shows her early curiosity, intelligence, and awareness of inequality.
 The importance of her mother’s silent strength in shaping her inner confidence.
 She talks about her love for books, school, and ambition to be a leader.
 Malala’s voice begins forming in Chapter 1 as a symbol of resistance and hope.
 The chapter lays the foundation for her later activism and bravery.
 Her family’s belief in education helped her face the Taliban’s threats with courage.
 Conclusion: Chapter 1 clearly shows how family values, support, and early life experiences gave Malala the strength to become the voice of millions of girls.
21. 
The story Barn Burning is about a young boy named Sarty and his father Abner Snopes. Abner is a poor and angry man who burns barns when he feels insulted or treated unfairly. At the beginning of the story, he is accused of burning a barn, and Sarty feels nervous because he knows his father is guilty but says nothing out of fear and loyalty.
Later, the family moves to a new place where Abner again gets into trouble. He ruins the rug of a rich man named de Spain and is asked to pay a fine. Angry about this, Abner plans to burn de Spain’s barn too.
Sarty cannot accept this anymore. He runs to warn de Spain about his father’s plan. After that, he hears gunshots and walks away, knowing that he has done the right thing even though it may have cost him his family.
The story shows how Sarty changes from a scared boy to a brave and honest person who chooses truth over loyalty to his wrong-doing father.
22. 
The poem The Things That Haven’t Been Before by Edgar Guest inspires readers to take bold steps and try new things, even if they seem difficult or impossible. It encourages us to believe in our own abilities and not be afraid of failure. The poet admires those who dare to dream big and step into the unknown with courage and hope.
Through his words, Edgar Guest reminds us that progress happens only when people are brave enough to do things no one has done before. He gives examples of people who followed their dreams and changed the world. The poem teaches that we should not listen to fear or doubt. Instead, we must be confident and keep trying until we succeed.
The overall message of the poem is about self-belief, courage, and the power of new beginnings. It tells us that anything is possible if we are willing to try and trust ourselves
23. 
My Favorite Festival – Pongal
Pongal is my favorite festival. It is a harvest festival celebrated mainly in Tamil Nadu. Pongal usually comes in the month of January and lasts for four days. It is a time to thank the Sun God and the farmers for giving us food.
Before Pongal, we clean our house and decorate it with flowers and colorful rangoli. We also buy new clothes and prepare special items for the festival. Everyone in the family feels happy and excited.
The first day is called Bhogi, where we throw away old things and start fresh. The second day is Thai Pongal, the main day. We cook sweet Pongal using rice, jaggery, and milk in a new clay pot. While the Pongal is boiling, we shout “Pongalo Pongal!” to celebrate the moment. We offer it to the Sun God and pray for good health and happiness.
The third day is Mattu Pongal, when we decorate and worship the cows. They are very important in farming. We put garlands around their neck and feed them special food. The last day is Kaanum Pongal, when we visit our relatives and enjoy picnics with our family.
Pongal is a beautiful festival that reminds us to be thankful for nature, animals, and hard work. I love wearing new clothes, eating tasty food, and spending time with my family. That’s why Pongal is my favorite festival.
24. 
The poem Nine Gold Medals by David Roth shows the real meaning of sportsmanship through a touching story from a Special Olympics race. In the poem, nine athletes are competing in a 100-metre race. Suddenly, one of the runners falls to the ground. Instead of continuing the race to win, the other eight runners stop, turn around, and go back to help the fallen athlete.
They all join hands and walk together to the finish line. Because of their kind and unselfish act, all nine of them are given gold medals. This moment shows that the true spirit of sports is not just about winning, but about caring, supporting, and helping each other.
The poem teaches us that values like kindness, unity, and compassion are more important than personal success. It shows that being human and helpful is the biggest victory of all. This is what real sportsmanship means.








