CROSS CULTURAL PSYCHOLOGY - ANSWER KEY

SECTION – A
Q1. Define culture.
Culture refers to the shared system of values, beliefs, customs, traditions, norms, symbols, language, and practices that are learned and transmitted from one generation to another within a social group. Culture influences perception, behaviour, cognition, and emotional expression.

Q2. Differentiate between etics and emics.
· Etic refer to universal aspects of human behaviour that are common across cultures and can be studied using standardized methods.
· Emic refer to culture-specific behaviours, meanings, and practices understood from within a particular cultural context.

Q3. What is socialization?
Socialization is the lifelong process through which individuals learn the norms, values, beliefs, roles, and behaviours expected by their society, enabling them to function effectively as members of that culture.

Q4. Briefly explain enculturation.
Enculturation is the process by which individuals learn and internalize their native culture through interactions with family, peers, schools, religious institutions, and society, leading to cultural continuity.

Q5. State any two cultural factors influencing mathematics achievement.
· Parental expectations and beliefs about education
· Cultural value placed on academic success
· Teacher attitudes shaped by cultural norms
· Peer influence and societal stereotypes




Q6. What is meant by “goodness of fit”?
Goodness of fit refers to the degree of compatibility between a child’s temperament and the expectations, demands, and values of the environment, which influences adjustment and development.

Q7. List the three major temperament categories.
· Easy temperament
· Difficult temperament
· Slow-to-warm-up temperament

Q8. Briefly explain secure attachment.
Secure attachment is characterized by a strong emotional bond between the child and caregiver, where the child feels safe exploring the environment and seeks comfort from the caregiver during distress.

Q9. What is non-verbal communication?
Non-verbal communication refers to the transmission of messages without words, using gestures, facial expressions, posture, eye contact, tone of voice, and physical distance.

Q10. Explain the role of culture in communication.
Culture influences how messages are expressed, interpreted, and understood, including communication style, emotional expression, use of silence, and non-verbal cues.

Q11. Define gender stereotypes.
Gender stereotypes are socially constructed beliefs and expectations about the characteristics, roles, and behaviours considered appropriate for men and women.

Q12. Briefly explain gender role ideology.
Gender role ideology refers to beliefs about how men and women should behave, including expectations related to work, family roles, emotions, and power distribution.




SECTION – B
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Q13. Examine the contents of culture and discuss pan-cultural principles.
Culture consists of several interrelated components such as values, norms, customs, traditions, symbols, language, beliefs, and rituals. These elements guide behaviour and give meaning to social interactions.
Pan-cultural principles refer to universal aspects of culture found across societies, such as family systems, moral codes, communication, and social norms, though their expression may vary. For example, all cultures value social relationships, but the form and expression differ.

Q14. Discuss Bronfenbrenner’s ecological model and culture’s role in socialization.
Bronfenbrenner’s ecological model explains development through interconnected systems:
· Microsystem: Family, school, peers
· Mesosystem: Interaction between microsystems
· Exosystem: Indirect influences like parental workplace
· Macrosystem: Cultural values, beliefs, ideologies
· Chronosystem: Changes over time
Culture strongly influences the macrosystem, shaping parenting styles, educational practices, and social expectations.

Q15. Explain Thomas and Chess’s temperament theory in a cross-cultural context.
Thomas and Chess identified three temperament types: easy, difficult, and slow-to-warm-up. These temperaments influence behaviour, emotional responses, and adaptability. Cross-cultural research shows that cultures differ in valuing specific temperament traits, affecting parenting responses and child outcomes.

Q16. Analyse attachment theories from a cultural perspective.
Bowlby’s evolutionary theory emphasizes attachment as biologically adaptive. Ainsworth identified secure, avoidant, ambivalent, and disorganized attachment patterns. Cultural practices such as caregiving styles and child-rearing norms influence attachment patterns and their interpretation.



Q17. Explain components of communication with cultural emphasis.
Communication includes verbal language, non-verbal cues, context, feedback, and channel. Cultural differences influence non-verbal behaviour, communication styles, emotional expression, and interpretation.

Q18. Analyse Barna’s obstacles to intercultural communication.
Barna identified obstacles such as assumption of similarity, language differences, non-verbal misinterpretation, stereotypes, and ethnocentrism. These barriers hinder effective intercultural interaction.

Q19. Discuss gender stereotypes and cultural influences.
Gender stereotypes are shaped by cultural norms, socialization, and media. Cultures differ in expectations related to masculinity, femininity, emotional expression, and occupational roles.

SECTION – C 

Q20. Explain origins of culture and ethics & emics.
Culture originates from social interaction, survival needs, shared meanings, and historical experiences. Ethics represent universal aspects, while emics focus on culture-specific interpretations, both essential in cross-cultural psychology.

Q21. Critically analyse culture’s role in socialization.
Culture shapes parenting practices, peer interactions, educational values, and achievement motivation. Parenting goals differ across cultures, peers reinforce norms, and academic success is culturally defined.

Q22. Explain and evaluate Kohlberg’s theory of moral reasoning.
Kohlberg proposed pre-conventional, conventional, and post-conventional stages of morality. Critics argue that the theory is culturally biased, emphasizing Western values of justice over collectivist moral reasoning.

Q23. Examine culture, language, and cognition.
The Sapir–Whorf hypothesis suggests language influences thought. While supported by linguistic relativity, critics argue cognition is not entirely determined by language.

Q24. Evaluate Hofstede’s Masculinity–Femininity dimension.
Masculinity–Femininity reflects societal preferences for achievement versus care. Cultures differ in gender role expectations. Future research must consider inter-sectionality and cultural change.
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