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Section A 
Answer any 10.
1. From which Indo‑European branch did the English language descend?
2. Name one influence on Old English from a non‑Germanic language.
3. Define “synchronic” linguistics in one sentence.
4. Which branch of linguistics deals with language description?
5. Why is a phonetic script needed for English orthography?
6. What is a minimal pair in phonetics?
7. Define a “syllable” and give an example of syllabic division.
8. What is an allomorph?
9. What is the main criticism of traditional grammar?
10. In structural grammar, what does IC stand for?
11. Which variety of English is considered a regional dialect?
12. Name one supra-segmental feature studied in phonetics.
Section B  
Answer any 5.
13. Explain the evolution of English from Old to Modern English with two linguistic influences.
14. Differentiate between descriptive and comparative linguistics with examples.
15. Describe the articulation of three English consonants using the three‑term label system.
16. Discuss stress and intonation with reference to syllable structure.
17. Compare traditional grammar and structural grammar highlighting one fallacy of traditional grammar.
18. Briefly outline the growth of English vocabulary and its impact on linguistic study.
19. Explain morphophonemic changes in the pronunciation of plural morphemes (-s/-es).


Section C 
Answer any 3 questions.
20. Analyse the historical development of Standard English, covering descent, influences, and regional varieties.
21. Elaborate on the nature and scope of linguistics, discussing synchronic vs. diachronic approaches and major branches.
22. Discuss phonetics and phonology in detail: organs of speech, phonemic analysis, vowel description, and allophonic variation.
23. Examine morphology in English: morphemes, word‑formation processes (affixation, compounding, clipping), and morphophonemic rules.
24. Evaluate transformational‑generative grammar: deep vs. surface structure, transformation rules, and their implications for syntactic analysis.
